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Weekly Update from Prez Hands provides a brief overview of the exciting efforts taking place within our community. 

The updates are also a great way to tell our collective story of success, and to document our journey of becoming the 

Leading College of Equity and Excellence. Enjoy!  

  

   

 

  

 

A Post Election Message of Community, Care, and Hope 

 

Dear Mesa College Community, 

  

In the months, weeks, and days leading up to yesterday’s election, many of us have experienced a range of emotions. No matter how 

each of us voted or what outcomes we hoped for, it’s natural for us to process a range of unique, varied and strong feelings. I 

encourage you to create space for reflection and processing—whether with colleagues, family, or friends—and to take time to check 

in on each other. Let’s bring the best of who we are into these shared spaces, fostering a sense of belonging where we can see, be 

seen, and support the humanity and well being of one another. 

  

As President of Mesa College, I am committed to fostering a community rooted in equity, excellence, civility, joy, hope and love. As 

we collectively reflect on the election’s impact, I encourage us all to do so through the lens of our core values: access, accountability, 

diversity, equity, excellence, freedom of expression, integrity, respect, scholarship, and sustainability. Our vision of becoming the 

leading college of equity and excellence guides us with purpose, empowering us to rise to this moment and actively shape the change 

we wish to see in the world. 

  

In the coming days and weeks, you will receive campus notifications focused on group and campus-wide opportunities to connect, 

feel, share, be, belong, become and envision our path forward as a community. I invite you to participate in these spaces as you are 



able. If you need personal support, students are encouraged to reach out to Student Health Services, while employees can access 

VEBA resources.  

  

A piece of exciting news that unites us all is San Diego voter support of SDCCD's Facilities Bond: Measure HH. This endorsement 

provides us with yet another opportunity to intentionally build a better future TOGETHER for our students. 

  

In solidarity and hope, 

Ashanti 
  

Exciting Professional Learning Opportunity: #RealCollege Curriculum Now Available at Mesa! 

 

San Diego Mesa College is excited to announce the availability of the #RealCollege Curriculum’s first course, offered by 

national nonprofit organization  Believe in Students! This is a resource for faculty and staff committed to supporting students 

facing basic needs insecurity. The curriculum includes:  

• Quick and Easy Access: A simple process to get started right away. 

• Free First Course: The first course, "The Students We Have", is available at no cost and can be completed in 90-

minutes. 

• Flexible Learning: Asynchronous modules for on-demand learning at your own pace. 

• Efficient Training: Can be used as a guide for your campus community to drive impactful change across departments 

and divisions. 

• Practical Application: Tools and strategies that can be implemented immediately to support student success. 

Join your Mesa colleagues who have already experienced the benefits of this curriculum and be part of the improvements of 

Mesa’s basic needs ecosystem! You can access the course here: https://rcc.believeinstudents.org/ and the password is 

RCC2024. 

Please reach out to Dr. Janue Johnson (jjohnson001@sdccd.edu) if you have any questions.  
  

   

 

 

 

 

Mesa College's Annual Taste of Mesa event is 

happening on Thursday, November 14 at 5:00 p.m. 

at the Culinary Outlook, MC-208!  

 

Taste of Mesa is an open house of the college's 

Culinary Arts Program that showcases alumni, and 

spotlights current students in a cooking and cake 

decoration competition. 

 

Get your tickets now at bit.ly/TasteofMesa2024 
 

 

The PeopleSoft tools upgrade that was scheduled to occur this upcoming weekend, November 9th, has been postponed to the 

weekend of November 23rd. 

  

https://www.sdmesa.edu/student-support/student-health-services/index.shtml
https://www.sdccd.edu/departments/human-resources/benefits/wellness.aspx
https://believeinstudents.org/realcollege-curriculum/
https://believeinstudents.org/
https://rcc.believeinstudents.org/
mailto:jjohnson001@sdccd.edu


The Peoplesoft Tools 8.61 upgrade for SDCCD brings many improvements designed to enhance the overall user experience, 

streamline navigation, and increase productivity. The refined User Interface allows users to navigate the system more quickly and 

efficiently. The upgraded Homepages and NavBar provide a more intuitive interface, reducing the clicks required to access 

essential information and perform daily tasks, including the ability to access recent searches and save your common searches. 

These navigation enhancements make it easier for users to find what they need quickly, improving overall efficiency across 

departments. Please note that the upgrade is now scheduled for the weekend of November 23rd, 2024. 
  

 

Did you know that nearly 45% of local college 

students face food insecurity? To address this issue, 

join Cal Coast Credit Union November 1-30 for the 

6th Annual Pack the Pantry virtual food drive! Your 

support will help fill food pantries and nutrition centers 

on local community college campuses with healthy 

meals. For every dollar you donate, the San Diego 

Food Bank can provide 2 meals. That means a $50 

donation can provide 100 healthy meals to support 

community college students in need! A donation in 

any amount can be made easily and securely to 

benefit our campus. Together we can help local 

college students! Thank you for your generosity! 

 

Donate here!·      

   https://sandiegofoodbank.donorsupport.co/-

/NQFWDDDA?member=SMMFEXYX     

 

Contact Christine Lee with any questions or concerns 

at 760.842.3042 or clee@calcoastcu.org. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

  

   

https://sandiegofoodbank.donorsupport.co/-/NQFWDDDA?member=SMMFEXYX
https://sandiegofoodbank.donorsupport.co/-/NQFWDDDA?member=SMMFEXYX
mailto:clee@calcoastcu.org


 

 

In recognition of Allied Health Appreciation Week, we celebrated our health care professionals who make 

such a huge impact and difference in the lives of students and, ultimately, in the communities they go on 

to serve. We are incredibly proud of each of them and the contributions they continue to make in their 

respective fields. 
  

 
 

  

 

  



 

 

Click here for the latest Mesa Journeys 
Newsletter! 

 
The Mesa Journeys newsletter gives a more in-depth look at all the 
great things that are happening on our campus. We encourage all 
faculty and staff to pass this along to our students, and also to sign 

up to receive these newsletters straight to their inboxes! Click 
below to sign up and for more information about Mesa Journeys: 

https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys 
 

 

 

   

PROMISE COUNSELING WORKSHOP SERIES 

(more details available on our Instagram @sdpromisemesa) 

 

Graduate School 
Wednesday, November 13 | 2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. via Zoom 

Thinking about graduate school or want to learn more information? Learn about how to prepare for the application process while 
you are still in community college before you transfer! Gain insight into the different types of graduate degrees available, when to 

apply, and what to expect during the application process. It’s never too early to start exploring graduate programs! 
 

Register at https://tinyurl.com/p28m7ctp 

  
  

Please click on the flyers to enlarge.  
  

   

 

   

 

 

  

 

https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1134893054549/b27c8ffb-9a50-47f9-be5b-6e63ebde01ee
https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1134893054549/b27c8ffb-9a50-47f9-be5b-6e63ebde01ee
https://linktr.ee/mesajourneys
https://www.instagram.com/p/C5RD_IDuiZL/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://tinyurl.com/p28m7ctp
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1O4KuubWt1hyN2AyQ13UGC5i_OUKhpbMR/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QODRuxQO_G9HSSCU6aZLWJtGF4gWeQMk/view?usp=sharing


   

 

 

 

 

 
 
The Transfer Center is providing application 
support through October and November! Please 
scan the QR codes to the right, and if you have 
questions please contact the Transfer Center at 
mesatransfer@sdccd.edu. 
 

 

 

   

 
 

  

   

mailto:mesatransfer@sdccd.edu
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1380eUMdOrpgigp0ANRhYQmnJmJea5Ufq/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tv_KRfhd23fG9UsbUmPdHiLVr5A5ZMuU/view?usp=sharing


   

 
 

  

 

To learn more about our Associated Students, Academic Senate, and Classified Senate, please visit the links 

below:  
  

   

 

   

 

 

   

 

For additional information on what is happening on campus and in our community - visit the links 

below: 
  

   

 

 

   

______________________________ 

Ashanti Hands, Ed.D. 

President | San Diego Mesa College 

Creating conditions that matter for our students to succeed! 

https://www.sdmesa.edu/campus-life/associated-student-government/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/academic-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/about-mesa/governance/classified-senate/
https://www.sdmesa.edu/_resources/newsroom/news.php
https://www.sdmesa.edu/calendar/


7250 Mesa College Drive, A-104, SD, CA 92111 | 619.388.2721 

Mesa College | Student Support Services  

     

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sdmesa.edu/
http://www.sdmesa.edu/student-services/online-student-support-services.shtml

